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Even in worn individuals the traces of the deciduous scales are
. always present. There are faint transverse lamellar wrinkles: the
broader extremity is not pendulous.

5. DEscriprioN or A NEw GENUs oF SpoNGe (XENOSPONGIA)
rroM Towrres Strarr. By Dr. Joux Epwarp Gray,
F.R.S., V.P.Z.8., PrEs. ExT. S80cC. ¥TC.

(Radiata, Pl. XIL.)

The Spange here described was received from Torres Strait with
some very interesting Madrepores and Polyzoa.

It is peculiar as being free like the Fumgee among the Ma.
drepores, but more concave bencath, for having the upper oscules
placed in the diverging forked groove of the upper surface, and for
having the whole of the under surfuce covered with a thick coat
formed of agglutinated particles of siliceous sea-sand, this coat
being much thicker than the sponge itself; and it is probably used

* to keep it in its place and position at the bottom of the sea.

Genus XENOSTONGIA.

Sponge free, discoidal, subeirenlar, concave below, convex above
(rarely lobed on the side}; the lower surface with a thiek coat of
agglutinated siliceous sand of nearly equal-sized particles ; the upper
surface covered with a white leathery coat formed of felted spicula,
studded with round tufts of glassy spicula, the tufts of nearly equal
size, formed of numerous very fine transparent filiform spicula, form-
ing a roundish brush, each tuft surrounded at the base by a slightly
raised edge of the leathery upper coat; the circumference of the
disk is surrounded by a umforin series of similar tufts. The centre
of the upper surface is marked with a subcentral impressed greove
with raised edges enclosing a series of circular oscules; this groove
sends out branches diverging towards the edge, which are forked
and reforked (or rarely trifid) as the disk enlarges, until they ap-
proach the edge of the circumference, which is surrounded by two
continuous cireular grooves, concentric with the margin, coutaining
between them a single circular submarginal series of tufts of spicula.

When the sponge is young, the forked diverging grooves are few,
definite, and evenly spread over the surface of the disk, with several
series of tufts between them ; but as the sponge increases in age, the
grooves become much more numerous, closer together, nearly pa-
rallel with each other, and enclosing only a single series of tufts of
spicula between the parallel grooves.

The substance of the sponge between the grooves is minutely
netted, the interspaces of the network being formed of bundles of
very minute spicula, and with a single series of small uniform-sized,
equal, ronndish oseules,

The upper surface of the adult spenge is sometines taken posses-
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sion of by a species of Barnacle (Balanus), which forms a promi-

nence on its surface, and is covered externally with a coat of the
sponge.

XeNosronGia paTeLLIFORMIs (Pl XI1.).

Jab. Torres Strait.

The particles of sand forming the lower coat of the sponge are as
it they were imbedded in a kind of plaster, having a smooth uniform
surface, exactly as if the sand had been well mixed with a small
quantity of flaid mortar and then cast upon a smooth body.

The whole under surface is not perfectly smooth, but with more
or Jess distinet impressed lines or coneavities placed paralle! with
the circumference, showing the periodical increase in the size of the
sponge.

There is scattered over the under surface of the larger speeimen a
few larger dark-coloured stones and a few fragments of shells, which
give a varicgated appearance to the eoat. The larger specimen, after
1t had reached a certain size, made an trregular growth on onc of the
sides, forming two rounded lobes which overlap each other, while
the whole front retains the eoncave conical shape. .

The lobe, which is expanded on the under surface of the other,
is fringed with a continuous series of very close tufts of silky spicula,
I have no doubt, as the bases of these tufts are to be secn on the rest
of the margin, that similar tufts occupy the whole edge of the
sponge in its perfect state, and have been rubbed off; they have been
retained in this place, because it is better protected from external
injury than the other part of the spange.

In the larger specimens the grooves are much more rregular, as
well as more abundant and more crowded than in the smaller one ;
and in some few instances they appear to arise in the surface inde.
pendent of any connesion with the other grooves, which is not the
case in the smaller example.

In the same speeimen there are a few groups or rather lines of
oscules, situated on the surface of the sponge itself, and not placed
In the grooves, where all the other oscules are placed.

In the diverging grooves the texture of the sponge scems to be
across the grooves, that is, parallel to the outer circumference of the
sponge, leaving minute square pits in the network.

In the marginal grooves, on the contrary, the chicf fibres of the
texture appear to be also across the groove, hut that is radiating from
the centre towards the margin; this appearance may probably be
partly, if not entirely, arising from the manner in which the sponge
has contracted when it dried, and may not be apparent in the fresh
state ; but having only a single specimen of the adult and young
form of the sponge, I am disinclined to soak it in water and exiniine
1t in a moist state, fearing that it may spoil the speeimen, which is

now very brittle and inelined to crack from the cdge to the centre
of the frond.
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6. Note oN A TALKING CANARY, ADDRESSED T0 DR b
s V.P.Z.S. By 8. Leieu SoTnepy. -
The Woodlands, Norwood, ?ﬁﬁ%‘cy,
March 26, 1858,

Drar SR, _ e
Touching that marvellous little specimen of theffeatl:ﬁ!;'egl stilgce’ éf
Talking C;.’nary, of which T had the pleasure a few o oot
t u;nnb'ou 1 now send you all the information I can od e
if;" i€ t}'ron; the lady by whom it was brought up and e
=2
is our homestead. ) \ oune
thlﬁ;‘ ° arents had previously and successfully rea1e<§ 2}1}13113 2W";
ones ; iIT:uut three vears ago they hatched only one ow e v u:ilad-
the which they immediately neglected, by-cor-ttme11c111=the e
ine of 2 nest upon the top of it. Upon this dmco?'ery, h o
ar?d forsaken bird, alt but dead, was take_n away ?nrest}:)red o
flannel by the fire, when after much attention 1t Wil?from g
then brought up by hand. Thus treated, and awif.} o oo,
birds, it gecame familizrized with those only w Ot ﬁv difi‘erent -
quenzly its first singing notes were of a character totaily
b
ual with the Canary. . ] onths
th%sgnl;iantly being talked to, the bu‘_d, V;gzne;':g:g:h:ﬂil.l‘f;_lg e
i its mistress by repeating the € neaniis N
?Edfz ?ﬁ{’.zmiﬁe{i such as ¢ Rissie, Kissie,” wn_lth its _:.1gmhcautt flm:rtl]-_f:r
3Ir‘l!nif;l wlengt on and from time to time the little bird r(;I;LCEL rfx 1 ather
» i -
words ; and now, for hours together, except dunuil weto e o
ason, astonishes us by ringing the changes, accordl g o the
f’:nc ,and ag plain as fmy human voice can amculszfej the B,Iinnic ~
seve{:;.l words—** Dear sweeé Titchie” (its narr;et), Iit;}fts Titcﬁie,”
; ‘ innie,” ¢ Sweet prefly s
« then dear Minulew © Sweel iy ",
"Ift’zi:::i;nekis.:ie Fissie,” « Dear Titchie,”  Titchie wee, gee, Je&
issie, D
itehie, Titchie” . . e’
ge%g::t;f zIe’h:nj'c shown that the great llelancllt};]on 51g1:led11)\,;§,3;1]:1;8
: ; i 7 i iting the words
i ss than sizfy different ways in uniting Lhe R
‘;}JEgn?l:;kou (see tﬁ/c plate of iacslqnles inmy ‘w ork_, .a Lf(;r?t l?e oxtra.
is in the British Museum), you will not be §1}épnag L covers]
ordinary manner in which the dear little bird vanl

e ey neing i ¢ more of the character of
The usual singing notes of the bird ar

. e dog-
ighti 1 snsionally with the sound of the doz
the Nichtingale, mingled ocua:ton‘ﬁl}. fith e o el the
‘hi ~tlebu5ed about the house. It \\h::t. ¢s also, oy clearly, A
§ u’b of “ God save the Queen” It is hardly ueeess ?‘ulch "
Eilizti:: tlz:Z bird is, of course, by nature 1'enm;'kab1{ t:-gli ’otxomlv ﬁ“ger,,
ing its s it will perch down from its cag 3

that, during its season, 1 down from
shor.;.ting and tatking in the most excited :sta'te tas heard che bird,
Our iriend Mr. Waterhouse 1lawkins, Bhow\lraath“ ke a fon

e -cars ago o Canary that 3

bells e aboufl t.“kilty ):ﬂétbut%ut‘uc only osher instance, 1 he-

il Terent wtreet, 3

words was exhibited in Reg

lieve, publicty kuown.
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