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DE CRIPTI 
Of a ew .llnimal belonging to tlie R TACEA discovered ·n 

tlie Antarctic , eas, by the autlior, lA:.a.,.a.Es _ IGHTS. 

[Cabinc of the Al ny lnsti u e.] 

GE 
.11.nimal compo ed of a head thora , and post-abdomen 

or tail, con tituting in all thirteen di inct e ment . 
Head deeply in erted into the cepl1alic ·---gment f he 

thora . Eyes se ile, and finely granulate. .IJ.nte1inr£ t o 
pair , placed one" hove the other, -Ith an lonaate mul i-
articulated filament. fouth a : in tl1 o dina Isopods 
mandible not palp· rou ; lie , o u1 e1·io,. fo t-j 
expanded into a well de:fin d low 1~ Ii·-, ~ ·in I •. 

Thorax separated into seven di tin t m nt_ ., ... ,Ae th1~ 
posterior ones biarticulate near their lat 1·al LI~ tr mitie • 
each egment gi vino-ori 0 in o a pair of p rfeot l , l-.::r
minating with a st1,on ~ and • Iigh tly cu1--, ........ nail. 

Post-abdome1i, 01· tail, ivid d ·nto fi·-e ~egm • ts, pto i
ded with neither tyle nor . wimmeret ; the under nr
faces each supporting a pair of branchial leaflet , longitu
dinally arranged, and covered by two biarticulated plate 
attac11ed to the outward edge of the last eament clo ing 
over them much in tl1e manner of an o ~dinary bi-'al e 
shell. 

SPECIES G. A TARCTIOA. (EIGHT . ' 

ANTARCTIC ScuL'PT RE-BACK . 

.IJ.ni1nal perfectly ymmeh"ical, o•...-,pat.e, elongate, and de
pressed. Tegu1nent olid and calcai--.,#'I.Ju . Color, bro n 
sepia. Length, from the in ertion of the ant nn cA.J, thre 
and a half inches ; width, one and three-quart r . 

Head transversely elliptical, terminating at its lateral 
and anterior corners acutely, and incurved ; anterior mar
gin ohtu ely elevated, and arched each way o it centre. 

R 
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Superi,or st1rface of tJ1e head ornamented wit11 an in1per
fectly cu]ptu111ed '' fle11r-de-lis ;j' poste1'io1' llortion obtuse
ly elevated, p1 .. oducin°· a ma1~ginal 1·im. Eyes small, reni
~ rm, indigo blue, and placed near t]1e lateral and ante-
1·io1· po1·tion of tl1e head, so deeply impressed in tl1e mar
gin of the hell as to be easily distinguished from beneath. 
Inferior pair of antenn~ longer t11an the superior, corres
pondina in lengt11 to the ,vidt11 of' the l1ead, transversely, 
f1,om pine to spine ; a1·tic11lations four in number; last 
egment longe~t, the :ren1aining tl11'ee gradually diminish

ing in length a. they p1~oceed to the place of insertion ; 
, egments t1·iangulate, witl1 angulat~ projectio11s on tl1eir 

urtaoes ; edges of the angles, and a1 .. tici1lating extremities 
rio-idly spined. Terminating filament about the length of 
tl1e basal articulations, gradually attenuated until it di-
1ni11ishes to a finely pointed apex. Superior a1ite1i1it.e half 

the le11gtl1 of t11e infe1·io1·, tl1ree-joi11ted, and terminating 
,,rit,l an attenuated filament who e articulatio11s are indis
tinct; segments angular, exte1 .. nal one mucl1 tl1e longe t; 
extremities and angle likewi e spined. .Moutli with the 
labr11m or upper lip hard and massive, resembling in 
form a rever ed hea1 .. t. TJ1e mandibles are without palpi, 
stout and os eo1l , tipped with a hard and black enamel. 

The maxillre are furnished with the usual palpi. The 
lo,ver lip, or uperior foot-jaws when ttnited, ub-cordate; 
it palpi five-jointed, nugly embracing t.he mandnoatory 
organs aloncr their base, like a 1·ow of ciliated leaflets. 

The thorax is compo ed of seven di .. tinct segment , each 
one beino-beautifully ornamented on its ~upe1·ior urface 
by an elongated and sub-conic inscu1ptation, forming 8 

• 
eries, ,vho e pointed apices almost unite along the Jongt-

continuou marginal rim, extending to the lateral e tre
mi ties of the hell. Tl1.e cephalic depre- .... ion is likewi 
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of the thorax gives origin, beneath, to a pair of ponderou 
angulated legs, composed of the ordinary parts. The 
three anterior pairs project themselves forward, and are 
e1osely compressed upon the inferior surfiwes of the three 
foremost segments; they are monodactyle, with the nails 
incurved upon the anterior edges of the rather largely iu~ 
fl.ated pennltimate joint. Each joint i furnished at its 
articu.lating extremity with rigid pines ; the inner edges 
of the penultimate joint, together with those of the three 

·oming, are provided with a double row of tufted cilia, 
disposed diagonally, much resembling in appeaiaanee 
the arrqement of hairs in an ordinary brush. The four 
posterior pairs of legs are directed baekwards, strongly 

• ngulate, stout and ponderous, terminating by a slightly 
cu1 ved nail; their length is nearly equal, but they gradu-

b y toward the tail. 
The Join a e • the remaind~ 
regularly angulate. The eitremitie~ ()f the artieulating 
joi11ts, and edges of the two inferior angles, are each pl'i►-t 

vided with a series of tufted and rigid spines. 
The [!oat-ab -. i,J com d of Ave a~ Tile 

four anterior ones are much tb 
stitute the thorax, but greatly resemble them • t.orm, 
being ornamented on their superior surfaces with similar 
insculptations, though but slightly defined. Each of these 
segments is provided beneath with a pair of articulated 
pedicels, which furnish a support to the bifoliated bron
chial leaflets. These leaflets are arranged longitudinally 
one upon the other, and are entirely concealed by the 
biarticulated pl!ites of the caudal segment ; they are sub
ovate and elongate ; the outward ones smaller than those 
which they cover, and are nearly surrounded by a fringed 
eilia, most conspicuously deve]o along their inner mar
gins. The second pair are each supplied with an elonga
ted sty le, extending almost to the termination of the 
eaudal segment. The ter1oina • ent is large and 
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tria11gular, giving attachment to the biarticulated plates 
at a ingle point on its outer ma1,.gins near tl1e base, which 
nables the animal to close them togetl1er in a line along 

it centre beneath. These plates are about the length of 
the segment, and of a triangulate form, each one l1aving 
near it termination a small oval articulation. The eg
ment and marginal plates a1·e slightly inflated along their 
external edges, producing an obtusely elevated ·border. 

The segments constit11ting the thorax and post-abdomen 
are supplied by a central, angular, and elongated knob, 
which, when united, form a prominent dorsal ridge, 
gradually diminishing in its backward course, and form
ing a sharp elevated line along the caudal segment, ter
minating at its extremity in a short and obtusely pointed 

• spine. 
This beautiful crustacean furnis~ es to us another close 

approximation to the long lost family of the Trilobite. I 
procured them from the southern shores of the New South 

hetland Islands. They inhabit the bottom of the sea, 
and are only to be obtained when thrown far upon the 
shores by the immense surges that prevail when the de
tached glaciers from the land precipitate themselves into 
the ocean. 
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