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XXI. Defcriptions of the Mus B1ttjarius and <f'ubularia Magnifica;ji·om 
Drawings communicated lJ' }.,Jajor-Ge11eral 'Thomas Davies, F. R.S. 
f.:! L.S. By George Shaw, AI. D. F.R.S. Y.P. L.S . 

• 
Read Jtt1te 4, 1799 . 

HE 1vf us burfarius belongs to ~ p~ rticular diviGon in the genus. 
containing fuch fpecies as are furnifhed \\'ifu cheek-pouchc' 

for the temporary reception of their food. It feems not to have 
been yet defcribed, or at !call: not fo difiinCl:Jy as to be eafily afcer­
tained. It approaches however to one or t\vo fpecies mentioned by 
Dr. Pallas, Mr. Pennant, and others; but differ-s in fize, being 
much larger, as well as in the appearance of the fore-feet, which 
have claws differently formed fro1n any of the pouched fpccies 

hitherto defcribed. 
In order to fecure its knowledge among N aturalifis, it may be 

proper to form for it a f ~cific charaCter, viz. . ~ 

1\1 us cincreus, cauda tcreti brevi fubnuda, g,e11is jtccatis, ungttibus pal .. 

marum tnaxirnis Jojforjis. 

A111-coloured rat, with !hart round nearly naked tail, pouched. 
cheeks, and th.e cla,vs of the fore-feet very- large, formed for 
burrowing in the ground. · 

The cheek-pouches are far larger in proportion to the animal 

than in any other of this tribe, and therefore have given occafion 

f-or the f pecific name. . 
This 
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This quadruped was taken hy fome Indian hunters in the upper 
parts of Interior Canada, and fent do\vn to ~ebec. It is no\V in 

t he poifcffion of Governor Prefcot. 
• 

TAB •. VIIL exhibits the Mus bur:farius of its natur-al !ize • 

/ 
THE Tuhttlaria mag11ijica mufi be confidered as by far the largefr 

fpecies of its genus yet difcovered.. It is found in various parts of 

the coafl: of Jamaica, adhering to the rocks. It is very !by, and on 

being approach~d infiantly recedes \Vitbin its elaftic tube, which on 
a farther alarm alfo retires into the-rock,· and rp-ecimens can be oh­
tained only by breaking offTtictr"parts of the ftone as contain them. 
Thefe, b~ing put into tubs of fca-water, may be kept for months in 

. perfect order ;. and from one of them fo preferved this dra\ving wa~ 

made. 

The fpecific charaCter may be thus given: 

TuBULARIA tubo.ftmplici albido~ tentacu/is uumerqft.!Jimis a!bo rubroque 
• • 

vanatJS. • 

Tubularia. with a fimple 'v hiti£h tu be,. and very numerous tenta­

cula variegated \Vith re.d and \vhite • 

It is neceifary to obfcrve, that, in the form of its body, at leaft as 
far as can be juJgccl from the part reprefented in the back view of 
the animat, it feems to make an approach to the genus Amphitrite, 
and may be confidered as in fome degree conneaing thefe two 

genera. 
It may perhaps be doubted whether fome of the fmaller figures, 

fuppofed to be the yotl.pg animals, may not in reality belong to fome 

fpecies of dc1inia. . 
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Mus Burfor/us and T"ubularJa Magniftca.· 

. TAB. IX. Fig. r. ihews the back of the Tubularia magnifica, 'vhen 

' 

' 

expanded, of its natural fize • 
2. The front. 
3· The animal expanuing from the tube. 
4· The fame retreattng \Vhen dill:u rbed. 
5· Entirely withdJta\vn into the tube. 
6. Suppofed young ones of the fame fpecies. 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.... 
• 

• 

• 

... 

XXll Ac~ 
.. 

• • 

• 
• 

• 

l 
I 
• 

• 

• 

• 
-

I 


