CERYVIN (QJ/\E

syn. Aegisthidae nach Seifried & Schminke, 2003

Concluding remarks

Up to the present, many good characters have been overlooked or under-
estimated for the taxonomy within the genus Pontostratiotes, and special attention
has been paid upon the armature and shape of cephalic shield, thoracic pleurotergites,
and antennule (see Por, 1969, p. 2; Dinet, 1977, p- 1197). As already shown in
the present paper, antenna and oral appendages, especially maxilla and
maxillipede, provide good taxonomic characters: In the antenna, for example,

setal armature of allobasis and first exopodite segment and proportion of certain

segments are quite useful to distinguish most of the Pontostratiotes species
described (Table 1). :

On the other hand, significance of the proportion of each segment of
exopodite and endopodite of the leg 1 is discussed here in order to clear up each
taxonomic situation of P. siztorum and P. robustus as far as possible. The leg 1 of
the majority of the Pontostratiotes species so far known is characterized as
follows: each first segment of both rami elongate, much longer than two apical
segments combined (especially in endopodite); first endopodite segment forming a
spinous or horny projection not only at outer distal angle but also at inner distal
angle. Such the “typical” leg 1 is represented by P. pacificus (see Fig. 5-1) and

Table 1. Comparison of antennal characters among five species of Pontostratiotes.

species
character -
pacificus , unisetosus { abyssicola | siztorum ' robustus

number of setae of allobasis 0 2 2 2 2
number of setae of first 2 1 2 2 2

exopodite segment
apical endopodite segment yes no no no no

much longer than allobasis
first exopodite segment much yes yes yes no yes

longer than second and

third segments combined ‘

many other species. Dinet (1977) reported 12 species of Pontostratiotes from the
Bay of Biscay, and all of them have these characteristics. P. stxtorum, however,
is clearly different in these characters: each first segment as long as two apical
segments combined; first endopodite segment with no projection at its inner
distal angle. The leg 1 of P. robustus is more different from “typical”: each first
segment, of both rami shorter than two apical segments combined; first endopodite
segment with no projection at its inner distal angle. Incidentally, the leg 1 of P.
wnermis Por, 1969 approaches to that of P. sizforum in the proportion of each

_segment. o
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" Other than the characters in the leg 1, as already po];pt}idd;)slézigai.i::l};,heﬁ
siztorum and P. robustus are alike in several characters w mt. e ody
from other congeneric species: presence of superficial re mut O eepbali
integuments, prominent triangular rostrum, less developeddzrma}l iy
Shielgd - ’thOTaCic pleurotergitis, f O?;e-sii’g;l e?;;gruzoﬁ):d ln(:) s(}))inous projection

ili act, . .
bro:gecﬁilaa (;f;irgtaz;’uiltgegg)he:ﬁ.c shrileld, I would remove the species ;’Zom the genus
Ozd transfer it into a separate genus, probably together with P. ro gtu;}ment o
: Connecting with the taxonomic status of thesg tvvo1 ?ec]f"t rle; ment o
Stratiopontotes and Herdmaniopsis is also problematic. f}; b i(i)us% y hlomcic meertals
whether Herdmaniopsis species haYe th'e pleurotergite 311 e }rl o hora e o
suppose rudimentary pleurotergite 1s present under cepIn . the
Stratiopontotes mediterraneus reported in the present paper. R st th;m he
B s Pleumtel;git?l‘lils fvivrelt} t%?)fl“l:gic}z Sl};ﬁlrlfglergilg ifr;’. robustus is somewhat
i ouk i e edit i duced and very thin: Thus, 1t
reduced dorsally, and of S. mediterraneus fa}rly redu hin: TR
ency toward degeneration is present among . .

:ilc))};lea:ri)s tflkllizt ttn?;iy, gegeneration of .setal armature 18 Pllltfbaéblyisprsfrﬁt;hég
certain appendages. The first endopodite segment of maxi peci:s is fumished
with three or two setae in Pontostratiotes apd Stmtwpcmtotfs 1spe ies but none 1
Herdmaniopsis species. The third exopodite segment ob te% 0, mor setaé s
furnished with three inner setae in Ponfostratiotes species but tw .

. . @
Stratiopontotes as well as Herdmaniopss. It will be frigtezv%gt;}}llyt\z};a; n?;ese}.:e,
mentioned characteristic, the third exopodite segment 0 % e
i ly found in most genera and species of the family v i;>0r cially
ltshzonsllrlrl;?gn};ily Cerviniinae (see, for examplg: Briotzka]a, éher ,e Xtremé
Montagna, 1979, 1981). Tonpostratiotes tenuipedalis shows ntaém;used e
f.o'de enerative tendency; namely, two antennulgr segme: h robab

Tuo 1o ine lete segmentation in certan copepodid gtage), antenna i g,
dug e t“ilr(ioisae of leg 4 markedly dwarfed. Tonpostratiotes, however, h:ﬁ tﬁrresi
?snerce;e;e on the third exopodite segmeilt ‘(Zi Ie%3 5,,a;%ngilsrtiztzjzesggdese

1 illi e 1 .
endOPOdlfjg Sggmiréznoﬁig;i??g:ggnzsc? s)icmilari{ipes and dissimilalities among thesi
genel(:ja? n:rlldergggcies fs discussed above, I chose to postpone rearrangement o

problematic species and genera.
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