
ft, 

• 

IV . 

• 

;De,eriptiDa of tI Zoophyte, commonly ·fo'llnd ·aboat tlte 
, 

Coas.ts of Singapore l,lartd,-'llJitk tJ Plate. 

, 

By MUIa., GBNlaAL THOMAS. BARDWICKE, F. R. L. & A. S.', 
I 

Bea4 13th November, 181G. , 
THIS 18bject 'be1~ io the Genus Spongia, to the class Ve~es

and is, of the order, Zoopbytesa-FroJn its peculiar form, we 'propose to 

ieRD it 

Sl'ONGIA PATERA; 1,,7<,', .A';:,~ ::, ,~.:) ~(J(l~ 
,. ~ . ' " :. , '::... ~ . 

RooTa-Branching, the shoob of various thickness, from th~ size of a 

finger to 3 inches in diameter, slightly diverging, compoSed of earth; 
, , . . ') , .; 

,sand, and broken, shells, and very fragile. 

I '.' i 
STJul.-Cylindrical, of the same cellular texture' as the 'bowl, and about 

the same length, in circumference, p~~tly equal-from 15 to 17 inches 

diameter-surface porou~. 

'. , 
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quP-Or Bowr..-Circular-and 88beonical, in diameter at the brim 1 'I, . 
inches, about the middle I ii, and near the bottom 7 inches, capable of 

containing thirty 81X CV1arts of water: in· substance corky-bot non

elastic). made up of· cells or tob~ru~_Ding into one another,. and· di

vided bY' a slender membrane,. not more than half a·· line in thickness: 

ov~r the: whole surface, bQth,'witbin··and wjthOl1~~ :.a~e ~pre~d':in~ll~eJ'1If . 
\j ." 

hIe poree; the mouths·-of.~ which·are- clo,ed .. with capiUary~cottoay-' 
" 

fibres in. converging" radii- from' the circumference to the centre of 

each pore r these when -seen lHlder. the power· of a-common -lens, ,have a· 

48088 do:wn.y.' appearance •• 

THB .height ortlle specimen;, lrom-,wli:icti thiS description'is taken, is 

3'(t inches, and something larger thail'one pRaented to lheAsiatic Society, 

lty JOHN P AlllHS, Esqf 

", IN aB I!s.y Oft Bntiili Sponges, brttie late GBOR(JI: M'bNTAGU, Esq.' 
.. I 

,rinted in' the id volume of the Wemerian· 'Society's T.ranBactions, is·' 

deseribed.-.....'I Spongia Scy.pha ·"=--Which .. beara '8o~e resemblance' 't~ the: 

specimen· from which the plate 'annexed -was taken" but 'it 'iI diminuUfed 

in 'all its- Parts,. when 06mpared to· this Indian-.species." -. ~ : = ': J '. 
~. 1-, ,'?~ !/!, -'",-"" ".t .. , ... ~ /lr:o-,(, r:~ ~.Q.'h.. ,.11"') J,;",' .' :~'.<> " '. of' " .. ". '.~7 t. f_. 

,~"t •• ~,. ,,~, 1< > ,'. l~.. , {/ S 31". : - , 
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