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Ml'. E. Ben Carter ha ent to th e U. ~ . National Mu. eum a large 
number of individual ' of an unde crib d pecie. of Sph~roma 
found boring th e pi l' on 'to John River, at Palatka, Florida. 
oection of the wood receiv d at the ame time had been reducecl 
during a period of eight year, from a diam tel' of 16 inche to 
one of 7} inche . The whole urface of the wood wa bored with 
hole. averaging in ize about 5 mm. in diameter and in an end 
ection arranged in concentric rings between the ring.· of annual 

growth, . hawing the little animal" prefer nce for the soft pine. 
Ver) trong mandible' projecti ng beyond the lahrum in a 1110 t 
can picuou ... manner, provide a perfect quipment for thi 1e-
-tructi ve work. Spence Bate de cribe a specie of Sphceroma 
from the Indian Penin ula with ... imilar bahit., with which the 
pre ent . pecie i coml ared. 

Sphceroma destructor sp. nov. 

H ea 1 tw ice as broad as long, having a mall median proj d ion. Eye 
lateral and posteriorly ituateel. The fir t pair of an­
t nm-e, with a flagellum containing eight article 
reach the losterior margin of the h ead; th seco nd 
pair of antenna; extend to the po t-Iateral angle of 
the fir -t thoracic eo-ment; it flagellum i· t\relve 
jointed. 

The first and fourth thoracic egment are of equal 
length and are one and a half time. longer than the 
other thoracic segm nt. Th e cp imeral parts are dis­
tinct from the segm n ts, are quite Lroad, and termi­
nate laterally in a ute angl s, ,yhich point down ward. FIG. 3. - Spltcerollla 

The eventh thom 'ic . egment bear four tuherdes 
si tua te 1 ina tran vel'. line. 

destrllctor. 
Dorsal view. X 3. 

* Pul r heel with tb permi ion of the eel' ta ry of the. 'm ith onian 
In ti tutiOll. 
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lOG fli cllCt J'uson Description of a lVew &Jec ies of SphEe1'oma. 

Th e al Hlome n is compo,'etl of two distinct .'egme n ts, on th e first of 
whi ch , t.h e [l()~t -ahdomell, tlll're are t\\'o tuber(,l e::;, one on eiLhe r Ride of 

the llledian lin e. Nlltllre lin e:::> at tbe s id es of tll i .. 
Regment in\licale three ('oale:::>('e<1 segments. Th e ter­
minal Regmcnt is triangnhrly f:ktpetl an 1 roumled 

FIG. 4·-1If1lIldiblllaJ po. teriorly with an npcun'e<1 margin, ,,,bch extend s 
appeJldage. ,, 10. 

all around the terminal half of the segment. The 
whole surface of the ahdomen is thickl y tuherculated with low 1 nt dis­
tinct tubercle', e[1e11 one 'urmounted with a 8ma11 tuft of stiff hairs 0 1' 

bri ::;tles. 011 tIle anterior part four large tuhercle.' are ituated in [1 tmns­
verse line, the two center ones being some\yhat closer to each other tban to 
the lateral ones. The l1l'opocla ex tend beyond the extremity of th e abdo­
men, the onter branch lJeinO' the longer. Both are pointed and imilar 
in ·hapc. Th e outer edge of the exopodite is provided with four teeth, 
while that of the emlopodi te is smooth. 

The legs of thi. species are in three se ri s, according to , tructul'e, t.he 
first three pairs heing alike, the fourth and 
fifth 'imilar, and the .. ix th antI seventh 
8imilar. The legs of the fir t serifls are long 
and slender (tig. 5, a), with t he second joint 
0 1' ba::;is n early cylindrical in shape. The 
ist:hium is nearl y as long as tlle lJasis, and a 

this joint, as well as the mems, i ' fUl'lli sh ed 
with long stmight hairs. The carpus and 
propodus are likewi se lone>' a.nd slende r. 
The legs of the second series, the fourth and 
fifth pairs, are stout and short, lJeing sim­
ilar in gene ral form, th ough differing som e- c 

what in relative proportion. The basis is 
about half the length of tbe entire leg, 
while the joints following the ischium are 
I'ery sh ort. In the th inl se ri es t he legs are 
nearl y a' long as those of the first se ries, 
bnt differ in size and shape. They are 
stouter and not cy Ii ndrical. 

• 

b 
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Th e whole surface of the body is punctate, 
and has minute transverse l'ugre lJctween the 
points of (leI 1'essiol1. In color it is a dark 
b rown, shaded on t.he e(lges with a li a hter 
brown. 

FIG. 5.-Legs. X ro. 
a. I,eg of 1 St p a i r. 
b, ,. 4th " 

c. "5th " 

T!Jpe. U. S. Nat. 1\1us., No. 19 '57. d. ," 6th " 

In th e Ann. of Nat. Hist.* Spence Bate describes a new species of 
I plur'J'o))la, 8p lut')'oma Uls/ulo1', which \"as procnred c, from a pi ece of wood 
which 11<1,<1 formed part of a ra,ilway b rid ge over one of the baekwate rs of 
tIle \VI" t Coa~t of the Indian Penin ul a." The wood is de, cribe( l as 
lJ'ing " honeycombed with cylindrical holes, in many of which t.he 

.'+ (:J) Vol. XVII, l SGG, 1>p. 2fH~ ] , pI. ii, fl o' . 4. 



, 

D scription of a ~T w ~)ecies of 8p h'it1'O?nCl , 107 

animal n'a. roll ed u p like a ball. " Not\yith , tal1llin~ the clo,'e reselllhlancc 
in habi b, al1(1 appearance of thi pecie, , a~ de, nibecl and fiO'urecl to th e 
pre:-:ent one, th er a re fOil I' pointi" of ditterencc : 

J, Till' 11I1I1I/1f' 1' ((wl (I),),llIlg(' 1I1 1'111 (~t' I"" tll/lfl'rl(',~ ill Ih IJI'o '~J) el'i l" -" - In . " l'lI,'-
1((lrl/' f()lll' tuherel , are de, C' l'iiJc(l on each of tll lao t three , eg rnents of t he 
thorax and only t \y O are figlll'-,(l on the anterior portion of the pleol1, 
In th "pecie under di c ns~ i o n , ho\\'e \'el', there are fOLl r tuber Ie on til 
e \'e llth . egment of the thorax only and six on the abdome n, t \yO on the 
po~t-abdomen, and foUl' on the anterior portion of th raudal hi eld, 

IL Th p sll'llcllli'e of Ih e f eel, In ,', l'((.slulol' the legs of the fir t three pail' 
are n t propo rtionately a long a tho. e of tbe present ~peC'i e , The mel'll . 
i d iff re l1 tly .Jlaped, not bei n O' cy I i ndri cal in that speci and is relati \'ely 
horter, Alth ough f'pence Bate m ention no dissimilarity in stl'lletnre in 

th e leO' of the fourth and fifth pairs, still a difference i hO\\,ll in th e cut 
in th formation of the meru, With ou r pecie the difference ill these 
t\y 1 ail' of legs i merely in proportion, Th ere i a greater mllall ce 
in the sixth and se \'enth pairs f leg.' of the two pecie . 

III. Th e 1'pcw't'ed mm'gill of 'he p osteriol' hu~( of the I(Tlllil/ul ,~cglJl £' 1/t Id tll p 

a/!lZ01Jl CIl . 

1\', 'Ph presence of n'i.llncrolls II/lil' ,'cll'" jllmishcclwith ul'istle-like !tail'S upon 
the abclomell , 

Teith l' of these I oints are 1ll ' l1tioned in the de cription of plt< J'omct 
/', L,~t (( t I) /', 


