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X I . 0 N S O l\I E I E W T E R R E S T R I A L 
ISO P O D S F R OM T H E i\ ND A '.\[ A N 

ISLANDS AND SOUTHERN 
INDIA. 

By \VALTER E. Cor,LINGE, 1\1.5,c., F.L .. s·., F.E.S. 

(Plates xxiv and xxv.) 

Amongst a collection of i\siatic Terrestrial Isopoda placed in 
my bands l)y Dr. A1111andale for identification, there are two 
tt1bes, co11taining t\ve11ty-one specimens, collected in tl1e A11da1nan 
Is1ands and S. India. The}' include three species, viz., a new 
species of Philoscia, Latr., of whicl1 tl1ere are only t\VO imperfect 
examples, a new sr>ecies of Pa raperiscypliis. Steb bing, and a 11evv 
species of Cubaris, Bra11dt. 

Gen. Philoscia, Latr. 

Philoscia, sp. 

Tl1e two exa111ples from roots of fer11s from Port Blair, 
28-viii-08, No. 857r/ro (H. Tf'eski,i) are too in1perfect to des
cribe. I have received the same species from various parts of 
India and Burma. 

Gen. Paraperiscyphis, Stebbing. 

191 I. Poroperisc),pltts, Stebbing·, l{ec. I ncl. :\I us., vol. vi, p. 18..j.. 

Paraperiscyphis stebbingi, n. sp. 

(Pl. xxiv, figs. r-ro.) 

Body (fig. 1) oblo11g oval, dorsal face strongly convex, with 
nu1nerous rounded tubercles. Cephalon small, flanked laterally lJy 
the lateral plates of tl1e rst segment of the mesosome. Ventrally 
carinate. Eyes sub-dorsal a11d well-developed. Antennulae s1nall, 
3-jointed, situated between the ve11tral carinatio11 of the cephalon 
and the base of antennae. Antennae (figs. r, z) moderately 
stout with 2-jointed flagellum, tl1e first joint longer than the 
second. Mandibles (fig. 3). the outer cutting edge has three stout 
teeth and a blunt l)rocess on the inner side. rst maxillae (figs. 4 
and 5) have the outer lobe oblong and somewhat triangular in 
shape, distally terminating in seve11 incurved spines, on the outer 
margin there are a number of long, si111ple. l1air-like setae. Inner 
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lobe small and narrow, situatecl basally. 2nd maxillae (fig. 6) 
slender, terminating distally in two setose plumes. The segments 
of the mesosome are strongly convex, lateral plates of rst segment 
angularly produced backward, those of the 2nd, 3rd, a11d 4th less 
so, all tuberculated. Pronotum of rst, 2nd and 3rd segments 
strongly 1 pronounced. Maxillipedes (fig. 7) broad, the inner plate 
with nu1nerous short simple setae, the outer palp terminates i11 
tl1ree teetl1 consisting of a series of minute spinous processe::; 
(fig. 8); basally there is a raised portion minutely studded with 
small setae. Thoracic appendages fringed with numerous spines, 
znd appendages having on the apical border of the fifth joint two 
with obtuse plumose apices (fig. g). Uropods (fig. ro), basal 
plate large, extending beyond telson, expanded and plate-like 
laterally; outer margin subcrenate, fringed with hair-like setae and 
tuberculated; exopodite 011 the inner margin, endopodite longer 
than exopodite and situated at the top of the inner margin of 
tl1e basal plate, both covered witl1 fine setae and extending 
slightly beyond the basal plate. Telson obtusely triangular, tuber
culated. 

Colour (in alcohol) a uniform dark brown. Length 17·5 mm. 
H abitat.-Anamalai hills, Madras Pres., S. India, 4 ,ooo feet, 

22-i-r912, No. 8612/ro (T. B. Fletclier). 
I have pleasure in associating the name of the Rev. T. R. R. 

Stebbing, F. R.S., with this interesti11g species. 
1~he genus Paraperiscyphis was founded by Stebbing (6) for 

another S. J ndian species P. trava1icore1isis. Stebbing, ,vhich is 
separated from Periscyphis, Gerstaecker, by the following charac
ters: r, 111 the second antennae the first joint of the flagellum is 
not longer than the second; the telsonic segment is ve-ry obtusely 
tria11gular, not nc1.rrowly produced at the apex; the in11er branch 
of the t1ropods is attacl1ed not to a projection of the peduncle's 
base, but to a notch far down the in11er 1nargin, while still further 
down is attached the outer brancl1, not especia.11;' small, both 
bra11cl1es extending beyor1d the peel uncle, and the peduncle itself 
extending beyo11d the telso11ic segment.'' 

All the above characters hold good in the species I am l1ere 
about to describe, excepting the first, viz., the first joint of the 
flagellum in the a11te11nae 1·s longer than the seco11d) otl1erwise there 
can be no question but that the present species fi11ds its proper 
place i11 this genus. 

'fhe foundation of the genus Paraperiscypliis 1nakes it neces
sary to re-consider the diagnostic characters of the genus J::>eris
cyphis, Gerstaecker J who described it i11 1873 (5). The diagnosis 
is as follows:-

c, Periscyphis, nov. gen." 

(1'rib. Armadillini.) 

'' ~i\nte11nae 7 articulatae, articulis duo bus apicalibus elongatis, 
gracilibus, ultimo setifero. Ca put n1argi11e frontali nullo, supra 
oct1los 11tri11q ue leviter carinatum. Annulus corporis primt1s mar-
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gine laterali a11tice tantum reflexo. Annulus postabdominalis sex
tus subito angustatus et triquetro acumi11atus. Pedes spurii ultimi 
paris articulo termi11ali parvo styliformi in apice articuli basalis 
lati, extus rotundati inserto.' 1 

In 1901 (4) Budde-Lund gave a further description as he 
restricted it, but in my opinion, he had not true species of 
Perisc':lPhis before him, but those of an allied though totally 
different ger1t1s. Unfortunately this author does not seem at all 
clear regarding the limits of the gent1s, for although it was known 
to him in 1885, in his Crustacea I sopoda Terrestri'a ( r, p. 293) 
he describes two Isopods from Egypt, which he placed in a new 
genus Cercocytonus (convexus and albesce1is), but later l1e referred 
tl1ese to Peri'scypliis, em. Budde-Lund (4). In the same paper he 
expresses the opinion that the species he had previously brought 
i11to the genus Periscyphis, Gerst. (4, p. ro) are 11ot all rightly 
placed, son1e seeming to be more akin to the genus Synar11iadillo, 
Dollfus. It is quite certai11 that ma11y of the species described by 
Budde-I~und cannot remain in the genus Periscypliis as defined by 
Gerstaecker. The two P. co1ivexits and P. albescens are probablJr 
not true Periscyphis, Gerst. s. str., and as the genus Periscyphis, 
Budde-Lund, is simply an emended clescription of Cercocyto11,us, 
Budde-Lund, they must be referred to that genus. The mouth
parts, on which this author placed such great relia11ce, are so 
totally different fro1n those in Periscyph,is, that they almost alone 
would be sufficient to separate them. • 

There are numerous other species which have been referred 
by Bud<le-Lun(l (3) and other authors to this genus w11ich seem to 
me wrongly placed. 

Gen. Cubaris, Brandt. 

Cubaris fragilis, n. sp. 

(Pl. xxv, figs. 1-ro.) 

Body oblong oval with the lateral margi11s of all tl1e segmet1ts 
angulate and overlapping one another; finely punctated and with 
rovvs of longitudinal tubercles at each side of mid-dorsal line. 
Cephalon (fig. 2) narrow, almost straight in front with small 
triangular lateral lobes; median lobe absent. Eyes subdorsal, 
fairly large. Antennae (fig. 3) short, first fol1r joints tuberculated, 
flagellum two-jointed, distal joint two and a half times longer 
than proximal joint. Mandibles (fig. 4), outer cutting edge with 
trifid blu11t tooth, with flattened one on the inner side. 1st 
maxillae (figs. 5, 6). Outer lobe oblong, pointed proximally, termi
nating distally in nine incurved spines; short, simple, hair-like 
setae on the ot1ter margin; inner lobe distally tero1inating in a 
rounded lobe with two setaceo11s tufts on the inner side. 2nd 
maxillae small and plate-like. The segments of the mesosome 
strongly convex, with three to seven raised longitudinal tt1bercles 
on each side of the mid-dorsal line, finely punctated, the lateral 
plates of 1-5 well separated and slightly revolute. lvfaxillipeds 
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(fig. 7), outer palp with two teeth, in11er plate with single spine. 
Thoracic appendages (fig. 8) robust ancl provided with short 
blunt spines on the inner horder. Uropods (fig. 9), basal plate 
some,vhat triangular i11 shape, not extending beyo11d the telson; 
exopoclite small and on the inner margi11, endopodite large and 
situated at the top of the in11er margin of the basal plate and 
not extending beyond the basal plate. Telson (fig. 10) contracted 
laterally, posterior margi11 al1nost straight. 

Habitat. -From roots of ferns from Port Blair, Andamans, 
28-viii-08, No. 8571/ro (H. Weski1i). 
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EXPLANATION OF' PLA1'E XXIV . . 

Paraperiscypliis stebbingi I n. sp. 

FIG. I. Dorsal view, X 4. 

,, 2. Antenna. za Hair-like setae enlarged. 

' ' 3. Mandibles. 

,, 4· First maxilla. 

'' 5. Distal portion of same enlarged. 

,, 6. Second maxilla. 

,, 7. J\llaxillipede from right side. 

,, 8. Enlargement of distal spine. 

'' 
g. Second thoracic appendage. 

' ) IO. Uropod. 
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EXPLANATION OF PLA1'E XXV. 

C11baris f ragilis, n. sp. 

FrG. I. Dorsal view, X 8. 

JJ 2. Cephaion seen from abo, 1e. 

' , 3. Anten11a. 

' , 3a. Portion of meropodite enlarged. 

,, 4. Mandibles. 

' ' 5. First maxilla, 011ter lobe. 

,, 6. First maxilla, inner lolJe. 

I ) 7. lVIaxill i pede. 

) ' 8. Second thoracic appendage. 

, ' 9. Uropod. 

, ) IO. Telson. 
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CUBARIS FRAGILIS, n. sp. 

Pla,teXXV 

6. 
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10. 

A. C .Chowd.ha.ry, 11th. 




