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PROF. J. BOUILLON

A NEW GENUS AND SPECIES OF TRACHY-
MEDUSAE FROM YANTAI

NE ZHEN-wU

(Department of Biology, Xinziang Normal College, Henan)

In July 31, 1956, three small medusae were collected from Yantai, Shangdong
Province. This animal is identified as representing a new genus and species of the
family Haliereatidae.

Varitentacula, gen. nov.

Radial canals four; stomach without manubrium ; month rounded, without lip ; mar-
ginal tentacles varying in size; distal one-third of the large tentacle spindle-shaped;
tentacles with irregularly arranged nematocyst warts; gonads four, oval, on the radial
canals.

Varitentacula yantaiensis, gem. nov., sp. nov. (fig. 1)

Umbrella higher—than a .hemisphere, 9—2 mm in diameter, 68 mm high, Jelly
- thi“n, but very thick in apical portion of the umbrella, Marginal tentacles slender, 19—
20 in number. Each tentacle with an axis of endoderm. Each nematocyst wart with
4-26 nematocysts. Tentacle bulbs triangular, brownish in color. The larger stomach
is low conical toward the base which is squarish in shape. Statocysts, 12—I4 in num-
ber, situated between the tentacles. Gonads brownish yellow in color, the basal portion
connected with the stomach and the distal portion reached nearly to ring canal.
—=Three type specimens are—kept in the Department of Biology, Peking Normal-Uni-
~ versity.
The family Halicreatidae has begn reviewed by Kramp (1961) and enumerated up
to present only four genera: ~A comparison of these four and the new genera is given
in the following table.

Halscreas Haliscera Botrynema Halstrephes . -
. . Varitentacula
Fewkes, Vanhiffen, Browne, Bigelow,
E. nav.
1882 1902 1908 1909
radial canals 8 8 8 16 or more 4
8, flattened, 4, flattened,

gonads L
oval oval
tentacles not in cluste- not in cluste- in 16 elusters not in cluste- not in cluste-
rs, regularly rs, tegularly and 8 single rs, regularly rs, regularfy —
arranged. arranged. BREs: arranged. arranged.




